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PIPE CREEK PIPELINE
News, notes, and updates about our church family at Pipe Creek Presbyterian Church  

From the Pastor’s Pen 

June is going to be a great month in the life 
of our Church! 

As always we will celebrate the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion on June 7 which 
happens to be “Trinity Sunday”.  As you 
can tell, we specifically remember our God 
in Three Persons (Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit).  This special day begins our journey 
through the rest of the year listening for the 
message God is bringing to us. 

We will finally gather again in person on 
June 14th!  Praise God!  I pray that this is 
our “first step” in our “new normal” lives.  
We will gather in Fellowship Hall with 
chairs spaced apart as we social distance.  I 
invite you to “come as you are” or have 
been while you have participated in 
worship on Zoom.  Please feel free to wear 
your “home attire”, if you desire, it will be 
great to be with you!  The virus is still with 
us and health risks are still present.  Please 
make your own decisions about gathering 
in person for worship.  We will continue to 
offer the opportunity to worship via Zoom.  

May God be with you and your family 
always!  

Duane Manning
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A Wise Old Man at 
the River

(Author Unknown) 

 submitted by Jan Fuger 

A wise old man was sitting at the river bank.  

He saw a cat that had fallen into the river 
struggling to save itself from drowning.  
The man decided to save the cat.  He 
stretched out his hand towards the cat but 
the cat scratched him.  He pulled his hand 
back in pain.

However, a few minutes later he stretched 
out his hand again to save the cat, but it 
scratched him again, and again he pulled 
his hand back in pain.  A few minutes later 
he was again trying for the third time!  

A man, who was nearby watching what 
was happening, yelled out, “O wise man, 
you have not learned your lesson the first 
time, nor the second time, and now you are 
trying to save the cat a third time?”

The wise man paid no heed to that man’s 
scolding and kept on trying until he 
managed to save the cat.  He then walked 
over to the man and patted his shoulder 
saying: “My son it is in the cat’s nature to 
scratch, and it is in my nature to love and 
have sympathy.  Why do you want me to 
let the cat’s nature overcome mine?  My 
son, treat people according to your nature, 
not according to theirs, no matter what they 
are like and no matter how numerous their 
actions harm you and cause you pain 
sometimes.  And do not pay heed to all the 
voices that loudly call out to you to leave 
behind your good qualities merely because 
the other party is not deserving of your 
noble actions.”

So never regret the moments you gave 
happiness to someone, even if that person 
did not deserve it.  Jesus treats us according 
to His nature, just think where we would be 
if He were to treat us as per our nature.  
That is why He saves us in spite of 
ourselves.
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Notes from Session

Submitted by Jackie Manning, Clerk 
of Session

Session met in Fellowship Hall on 
Thursday, May 14.  The following reports 
and actions were taken:

a.  The Clerk of Session reported on 
March’s and April’s attendance.  In March 
(with 5 Sundays), 219 worshipped.  In 
April, 200 worshipped.  We thank our 
faithful congregation for joining the 
worship team as we’ve transitioned from 
in-person worship mid-March to Zoom and 
Facebook during this coronavirus time.  

b.  PCPC, as well as all the 
Presbytery churches, received a $1,500 gift 
(based on membership size) from Mission 
Presbytery to help with the church’s needs, 
salaries, etc.  

c.  Duane, in his Pastor’s Report, 
reported that PCPC, in partnership with 
Lakehills Methodist, will not be conducting 
VBS as originally scheduled 22-26 June.  
Going forward this summer, we will keep 
our options open depending on State and 
CDC guidelines.  

d.  Duane and Session expressed 
their thanks to Barbara Boalo, Jan Fuger, 
and Nancy Westley who called everyone in 
the congregation to let them know we were 
available to help during this time of 
isolation.  

e.  Joveda announced that our next 
major outreach event will be October 17 – 

Market Day.  The team leader, Chris Kelley, 
is already on top of making plans and has 
lined up several volunteers to help, but 
more are needed.  Contact Chris if you 
would like to help in any of the many areas 
– food prep, publicity, bake sale, consigners, 
set up/take down, etc.  

f.  After reviewing the CDC and 
Texas Department of State Health Services, 
the following was determined:

1)  Session voted to open 
PCPC for worship in Fellowship Hall on 
June 14.

2)  Entry doors (porch and 
kitchen) will be propped open so no one 
has to touch handles, and someone will be 
at both doors to provide hand sanitizer.

3)  Offering plates will be 
placed at each door for tithes, gifts, and 
offerings.  

4)  Bulletins and hymnal 
music handouts will be provided.  
Congregation is asked to bring their own 
Bibles.

5)  People are encouraged to 
wear masks.
 6)  Prayer quilts, if any, will be 
placed on tables to make it convenient for 
people to tie the knots.  

Session was united in thanking everyone 
for their love, care, and concern for PCPC’s 
wonderful congregation and family.  You’ve 
heard it before – we ARE all in this together 
and with God, all things are possible.  

Blessings and smiles…
Jackie Manning  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JUNE Celebrations
01 Jena Kraemer
02 Norine Chamberlain
04 Elaine Weller
05 Robert MacDonald
09 Dori Duperault
15 Sandy Sherman
16 Warner Hord
21 Thomas Kraemer
26 Gail Hord/J.C. Buckingham
28 Bristol Kraemer

Wedding Anniversary
06 Mary and Delmar Potter
12 Ruth and Ralph Woodhull
13 Jena and Thomas Kraemer
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Prayer that Saves us 
from Ourselves

Contributed by Esther Benedict

A few weeks back I heard on the news how 
a young vibrant doctor in New York City 
had committed suicide. She had had the 
virus, recovered from it, and then went 
right back to work. The stress and the loss 
she saw was just too much and she took her 
life.

In times like these, we think we must look 
to ourselves to fix the situation. We think if 
we will just dig deep into ourselves, we can 
change the world around us with pure 
determination. We want to rely on me, 
myself and I to get through this!

But wait…. These are the exact times to let 
our hearts and minds turn to God, be still in 
prayer, and give all of our burdens to Him. 
You might think, “I can’t sit back and rest 
when the world is crumbling around me!”  

Well, you can put the weight of the world 
on yourself, and try to make things right in 
your own power, OR you can rest in the 
loving arms of God and give Him the 
burdens of the world. He will listen. He 
will lighten the load for you. Time in prayer 
gives you a break from all that surrounds 
you. Your problems may not be gone when 
you are done praying, but the problems 
will seem smaller because you have shared 
them with the One who cares and loves you 
deeply.

Overwhelming feelings, stress, financial 
burdens, pain, sickness, and fear. They are 
real. So is God! And He wants to help us 
through these times. How blessed we are if 
we know Him as our Friend and our 
Savior! In our pain, we have Someone there 
at any moment. No matter where we might 
be, we can ask for guidance, wisdom, and 
peace. He will give all of this and more to 
us if we just ask.

Prayer that saves us from ourselves. The 
first writing of this did not give the 
message that was put on my heart to write.  
God wants us to reach out to Him in good 
times and in difficult times. He wants to 
share all with us and let us know we are not 
alone, ever. Our worst fears may rise in 
times of crisis, but the blessing of knowing 
God is that we don’t have to fear, ever. He 
has a plan for us and the ultimate goal is 
going Home to be with Him in the place He 
has prepared for us. When we know that 
plan what is there to fear?
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We are given free high-powered airways at 
all times to reach out in prayer to Him. 
Prayer will block the noise and static in our 
hectic world. Prayer can save us from 
ourselves.

Amen.

Eight ways God protects 
us from ourselves …

by James Scott, Jr.

There will never be anyone who does more 
harm to your life than yourself.
Just by bringing sin into your life, you’ve 
done more damage to yourself than anyone 
else possibly could.
When we think of turning to God to protect 
us, we usually think of how God provides 
cover from external threats. But fortunately 
for us, God does great things to provide us 
with protection against the terrible things 
we would do to ourselves. Here are just 
eight ways God protects us from ourselves:

1. GOD TRANSFORMS US.
God best knows just how corrupt our 
minds, our hearts, and our desires really 
are. Without Him, they would always 
default to sin. So God offers to transform 
our minds and mold us into the likeness of 
His Son:
“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think. Then 
you will learn to know God’s will for you, which 
is good and pleasing and perfect,” Romans 
12:2.

“But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. 
Since you have heard about Jesus and have 
learned the truth that comes from him, throw off 
your old sinful nature and your former way of 
life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 
Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and 
attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be 
like God — truly righteous and holy,” 
Ephesians 4:20-24.
God reconciles us to Himself through 
Christ, lavishing upon us His perfect love, 
His grace, and His mercy, all of which 
cushions us from our selfish, fleshly desires 
as He molds us into being holy as He is 
holy: “For God is working in you, giving you 
the desire and the power to do what pleases 
him,” Philippians 2:13.
What greater way to protect us from the sin 
that ruins us than to be transformed from 
sinners into saints?

2. AN EDUCATION BY JESUS
From our own foolishness we rush 
headlong into the world and do harm to 
ourselves in many ways. What if Jesus 
Himself offered to teach us a better way of 
living? He does! Most of us likely miss in 
the following scripture an offer from Jesus 
for Him to be our teacher:
“Then Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all of you who 
are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me 
teach you, because I am humble and gentle at 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls,” 
Matthew 11:28-29.

Jesus wants to teach us to live in such a way 
that doesn’t harm us (or anyone else!), but 
helps us live holy lives that are pleasing to 
our heavenly Father.
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3. A HOLY HELPER
To be able to understand this better life God 
has for us, and to have the power to live it, 
He provides us with the Holy Spirit as the 
perfect helper:
“But when the Father sends the Advocate as my 
representative — that is, the Holy Spirit — he 
will teach you everything and will remind you 
of everything I have told you,” John 14:26.
“And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
For example, we don’t know what God wants us 
to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us 
with groanings that cannot be expressed in 
words. And the Father who knows all hearts 
knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit 
pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s 
own will,” Romans 8:26-27.
“When you follow the desires of your sinful 
nature, the results are very clear: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 
idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, 
division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and 
other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I 
have before, that anyone living that sort of life 
will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But the 
Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against these things! 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed 
the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
his cross and crucified them there. Since we are 
living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 
leading in every part of our lives,” Galatians 
5:19-25.
“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you 
completely with joy and peace because you trust 
in him. Then you will overflow with confident 
hope through the power of the Holy Spirit,” 
Romans 15:13.

4. GOD PUT IT IN WRITING
What we need so that we don’t live lives 
that bring harm to ourselves God wrote 
down for us.
Imagine that!
God put into writing what we need to 
know and be equipped with when He 
provided for us the Bible:
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful 
to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when 
we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do 
every good work,” 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is 
sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, 
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint 
and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 
and desires,” Hebrews 4:12.

5. WISDOM FOR LIVING
None of us have the wisdom we need to 
live right and to live well.
So what can we do?
“If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, 
and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke 
you for asking,” James 1:5.

6. THE SUPPORT OF TWO FAMILIES
In God’s design for life, He has provided us 
with immense support from not one but 
TWO families.
The first family is our biological family, 
which for most people in this world will be 
their closest human relationships other than 
your spouse. In the following verse, look at 
how caring for and supporting family is the 
unstated expectation:
“But those who won’t care for their relatives, 
especially those in their own household, have 
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denied the true faith. Such people are worse 
than unbelievers,” 1 Timothy 5:8.
When we are “born again” (become a 
Christian), we’re spiritually born into God’s 
family, which we know as the church:
“Just as our bodies have many parts and each 
part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s 
body. We are many parts of one body, and we all 
belong to each other,” Romans 12:4-5.
It’s not uncommon that the family of God 
can be more loving, loyal, and supportive 
than even our biological family. Acts 2 and 
Acts 4 in particular record how the early 
church went to great sacrifice to take care of 
each other. It’s this love and care for each 
other that the Apostle Paul was persistent 
about encouraging among Christians:
“Is there any encouragement from belonging to 
Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any 
fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your 
hearts tender and compassionate? Then make 
me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with 
each other, loving one another, and working 
together with one mind and purpose. Don’t be 
selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than yourselves. 
Don’t look out only for your own interests, but 
take an interest in others, too. You must have 
the same attitude that Christ Jesus had,” 
Philippians 2:1-5.

7. WISE COUNSEL
As a means to help us not harm ourselves, 
over and over again in scripture we are 
encouraged to seek wise counsel instead of 
relying only on our own thinking and 
feelings, which we can deceive ourselves 
with. So God urges us to be the kind of 
people who seek out wise counsel before 
making decisions:

“Fools think their own way is right, but the 
wise listen to others,” Proverbs 12:15.
“Plans go wrong for lack of advice; many 
advisers bring success,” Proverbs 15:22.
“Those who trust their own insight are foolish, 
but anyone who walks in wisdom is safe,” 
Proverbs 28:26.

8. THE GIFT OF SCIENCE
This one might surprise you, but God’s gift 
to us of science is a means for us to learn 
about the world He created and how the 
world, and everything in it, functions. 
Some science, like the sciences of medicine, 
psychology, and psychiatry CAN BE great 
gifts to help us in navigating through this 
life without doing a lot of harm to ourselves 
or others.
For example, a skilled clinical therapist can 
help us to think rationally instead of being 
carried away by our constant irrational self-
talk.
A physician can help us be good stewards 
of our bodies so that we have the physical 
capacity to serve God and others.
Science is meant to be a gift from God to us, 
and it can be greatly helpful when applied 
in harmony with scripture.

CONCLUSION
It’s sad but true that we bring more trouble 
and harm to our lives than any external 
sources do. God understands that broken 
aspect of us and provides ways to change 
our lives so that we can live the kind of life 
He has for us, the kind of life Jesus 
sacrificed Himself for us to have:
“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and 
destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and 
satisfying life,” John 10:10.
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June Scripture Passages

June 7 – Trinity Sunday – Psalm 8; 2 
Corinthians 13: 11 - 13

June 14 – Genesis 21: 1 – 7; Romans 5: 1 - 8

June 21 – Father’s Day – Psalm 86: 1 – 10, 16 
– 17; Romans 6: 1b - 11

June 28 – Psalm 13; Matthew 10: 40 - 42

Theme for the Month:  God:  Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit 

June is the beginning of Ordinary time for 
the rest of the Church calendar until we 
begin the season of Advent.  June 7 is 
Trinity Sunday which is a day of 
remembrance that God is a Triune God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The rest of the 
month explores how we live faithful lives 
as  God’s children.  God proves His love for 
us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us (Rom 5: 8).  Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life 
(Romans 6: 4). Whoever welcomes you 
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the One who sent me (Matthew 
10: 40).

You may wish to know more about these 
Bible passages. On the Tuesday before the 
sermon, Duane walk us through the 
lectionary passages so that we might 
receive a better understanding of God’s 
words to us. Until we are able to meet 
together he has arranged a zoom meeting at 
11:00 each Tuesday. Call Duane for the 
telephone numbers and passcode.  When he 
is cleared to open our physical doors, we’ll 
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 11 a.m. and 
we’re looking forward to you joining us 
there!
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Words of Infinite Wisdom
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