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PIPE CREEK PIPELINE
News, notes, and updates about our church family at Pipe Creek Presbyterian Church  

From the Pastor’s Pen

September has important opportunities for 
prayer, remembrance celebration each week 
of the month.  

September 1 is “World Day of Prayer for 
the Care of Creation”.  As we gather for 
Bible study on that day (Tuesday) we will 
pray for our planet and all who call it 
home.  Hopefully, we can all say a prayer 
on that day that God created us and 
continues to care for us.  

On Monday, September 7 we celebrate 
Labor Day.  May we give thanks for the 
work we have done and the lifestyle we 
have been blessed with.  Sunday, 

September 13 is the beginning of Christian 
Education week.  We will celebrate that our 
children are beginning a new school year 
and they have advanced to the “next” 
grade.  May we pray for all of our children 
and grand children that they will continue 
to grow, know and follow Jesus more 
closely.  

Sunday, September 20 is Theological 
Education Sunday.  This is a day that we 
pray for those men and women who are 
completing their education in Seminaries 

and will eventually be called to serve 
congregations as Ministers of Word and 
Sacrament.  

Sunday, September 27th is Evangelism 
Sunday when we think about how we may 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with 
others.  

Let us gather together as the Body of Christ 
for a month filled with prayer, worship and 
fellowship.  

May God be with you and your family 
always! 

Duane Manning  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September 

Scripture Passages
September 6 Psalm 119: 33 – 40; 

Matthew 18: 15 - 20

Sept 13 Genesis 50: 15 – 21; 

Matthew 18: 21 - 35

Sept 20 Psalm 145: 1 – 8; 

Matthew 20: 1 - 16

Sept 27 Psalm 78: 1 – 4, 12 – 16; 
Matthew 21: 23 - 32

Theme for the Month:  

Christian Behavior

September will be an exciting month for us 
to celebrate and worship together as 
Christians.  Tuesday, September 1st on the 
Church calendar is “World Day of Prayer 
for the Care of Creation.  I invite you to be 
in prayer that day for our Creation and 
perhaps think of one thing you might do to 
be a steward of God’s creation.  

On September 6th, we will begin the study 
of Christian Behavior.  This passage begins 
with how to resolve conflicts among 
Christians.  The last verse reminds us that 
God is always with us, “For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.”  

Monday, September 7th is Labor Day.  Let’s 
celebrate this day remembering the “work” 

we have done for our families, friends and 
Church.  This is a good time to think about 
how we can give our time and talents to 
glorify God.  

On September 13th we will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Baptism as Ella Thompson, 
grand daughter of Valerie and Tommy 
Hannah. the Gospel of Matthew will teach 
us about forgiveness.  We are to forgive as 
often as God has forgiven us. 

On September 20th, Matthew will lead us 
through a discussion of “fairness”.  The key 
verse is “So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.”  

September 27th concludes the month where 
Jesus is asked by the Chief Priests and 
Elders “By what authority are you doing 
these things.”  We will read the intriguing 
conversation between Jesus and the Chief 
Priests and Elders.  Of course, our answer 
and what we believe comes from our Book 
of Order, “Almighty God, who raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead and set him above all 
rule and authority, has given to him all 
power in heaven  and on earth, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come.”  

Let us worship God together this month!  
Peace & Blessings.
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September Birthday 
Celebrations

05 Valerie Hannah
14 Tesher Weller
15 Tom Morrow
17 Scott Williams
23 Ruth Woodhull

Wedding Anniversaries
07 Valerie and Tommy Hannah

Carolyn and Pat Fellows
Diana and John Schuetze

12 Chris and Mike Kelley
15 Gail and Warner Hord
16 Brenda and Philip Archilla
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Letting Go Prayer
8th in a series of conversations 
on the subject of Prayer.

Written by Esther Benedict

Letting go prayer—a handing it over 
and acknowledging it is out of my control. 
Perhaps it could be seen as a “trade for 
peace” prayer.

God is the One in charge. He has this 
and life will work out for our good if we 
work together with Him.  For us, we live 
well, give our all, and be what we can be. 
He loves us if we fail; He loves us if we 
succeed. So, hand over your troubles and 
concerns.

Truly letting go of your painful trials, 
sickness, financial troubles, or just 
frustration in these days in which we live 
can make each day easier and more 

enjoyable.  So much of the time we are 
bombarded with news that feels dark and 
issues we cannot solve from our own back 
yards. We feel the weight of it all and over 
time it can become oppressive. 

God wants us to be free of this 
weight. Jesus asked all who are burdened to 
take up His yoke, saying that His yoke easy 
and His burden is light. (Mt. 11:30) This is 
the place in prayer that we CAN give it 
over to God. Literally give it to Him in 
prayer. 

There is a place in Jesus where you 
truly can do this and give it over 100%. You 
will find that you DO feel lighter, you DO 
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feel the burdens lift. This is when true faith 
is at work in you. This is the time when the 
world that looked so dark just a half hour 
ago, now appears to have hope. Although 
your heart may be experiencing grief, loss, 
or concern, when you give it to God you 
can experience a deep and satisfying joy—a 
knowing that you are not alone in this. 
Through prayer you can share each thought 
or concern with the ONE who loves you 
and gave all for you to not be burdened.

The hardest part about all this is that 
we must remember to give it all back to 
Him in our prayers. All the sorrow, shame, 
anger, hopelessness, and feelings of being 
lost. He will take these from you and be 
with you as you face the same issues with a 
lightened load and a loving God. 

Looking at this from the outside and 
never having been able to give all to God 
before, you might think that this will not 
work. How could it? I encourage you to try 
it! You will be amazed at the ever-present 
lift you get. Jesus is always waiting there 
right beside you ready to take the burden 
and walk with you. 

In times when you just can’t see the 
way through, or feel heavy with worry, 
when it seems you can’t get away from the 
maddening crowd, take time to sit or kneel 
in silence. Dare to give it all to the One who 
is waiting. 
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PIPELINE ARTICLE 
FROM SESSION…

Your Session met on Sunday, August 16, 
and we have very exciting updates:

1.  Thank you so much for your generosity!  
Year-to-day, our contributions are greater 
than budget and our expenses are less than 
budget!  Our church enjoys “great financial 
and spiritual health.”

2.  Our major improvements (portico, 
prayer garden, and new chairs in 
Fellowship Hall) have been accomplished 
under budget.  Again, praises for careful 
expenditure of our financial resources and a 
lot of manual labor (both time and talents).  

3.  Session has decided to worship in the 
Sanctuary beginning September 6.  We will 
still adhere to our health and safety “best 
practices.”  Given our attendance numbers 
for the past two months, we can safely 
gather in the Sanctuary, maintaining social 
distance.  We will need to spread out and 
ensure we don’t sit directly behind 
someone.  

4.  We will resume Little Rock Café on 
Wednesday, September 16.  Again, we will 
continue to adhere to our “best practices.”  

5.  Session has approved upgrading our 
church roadside sign.  The rock structure 
will remain in place; we are proposing to 
upgrade to an electronic message area.  
Thank you all for your input regarding the 
proposed new sign following worship on 

August 23.  It was very helpful to hear from 
each of you.  

6.  The Clerk of Session reported on July’s 
attendance – 172 worshipped in person in 
Fellowship Hall or via Zoom.  

7.  Kirk Price, Elder for Christian Education, 
reported that September 13 will be 
Children’s Promotion Sunday, where our 
kids will be recognized as they move up 
from one school grade to the next.  

8.  Due to some Covid 19 challenges, 
Session voted not to have the 2020 Market 
Day event on October 17.  Chris Kelley, the 
project person, noted that vendors have not 
been responding and the required 6-foot 
distancing presents a challenge we could 
not overcome.  Check in with us next year!

ANOTHER important note!!  Here’s an 
update to the phone number of new 
member, Vernon R. Lamb.  Please change 
your directories with his new phone 
number:  325-655-3740.   

Little Rock Menu
September 16

Pork Loin Roast and all the fixins’

September 23
Grilled Chicken Thighs

September 30
Chicken Cordon Bleu
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Heaven's Grocery Store 
I was walking down life's highway a long time 
ago. One day I saw a sign that read `Heaven 
Grocery Store'. 
As I got a little closer, the door came wide open, 
And when I came to myself, I was standing 
inside. 
I saw a host of angels. They were standing 
everywhere. One handed me a basket and said, 
"My child, shop with care." Everything a 
Christian needed was in the Grocery Store. And 
if you couldn't carry them, you could come 
back for more. 
First I got some PATIENCE. LOVE was in the 
same row. Further down was 
UNDERSTANDING, you need that wherever 
you go. 
I got a box of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH. 
I couldn't miss the Holy Ghost, for He was all 
over the place. I stopped to get some 
STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me win 

the race And though my basket was getting 
full, I remembered to get some GRACE. 
I didn't forget SALVATION, for salvation, that 
was free. So, I tried to get enough of that to save 
both you and me. Then I started up the counter 
to pay the grocery bill, for I thought I had 
everything to do my Master's will. 
As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER and I just 
had to put that in, For I knew when I stepped 
outside, I would run into SIN. PEACE and JOY 
were plentiful, they were on the last shelf. 
SONG and PRAISES were hanging near so I 
just helped myself. 
Then I said to the Angel, "Now how much do I 
owe?" 
He just smiled and said, "Just take them 
everywhere you go!" 
Again I smiled at him and said, "How much do 
I really owe?" 
The Angel smiled again and said, "My child, 
Jesus paid your bill a long time ago." 
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