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PIPE CREEK PIPELINE
News, notes, and updates about our church family at Pipe Creek Presbyterian Church  

From the Pastor’s Pen
Time flies when you’re having fun!  

It’s August already and that normally 
means the last month of summer fun.  Once 
again, we will participate in the “Back to 
School Bash” at the Lakehills Civic Center 
on Sunday, Aug 8 from 4:30 – 7:30.  We will 
welcome everyone as they enter the 
grounds.  We have a great opportunity to 
cheer the families as they get read to begin 
a new school year.  We will also be able to 
invite them to participate in the life of our 
church family.  

On Sunday, August 15th we will pray over 
the students, teachers, and parents asking 
God to keep our children safe and open 
their minds to learn new things as they 
grow into their full potential.  

On Aug 29th we are planning a special day 
to honor our children and “kick off” a new 
year of Sunday School.  Our children will 
participate in worship demonstrating what 
they learned about worship during the 
summer.  We will also begin a tradition of 
presenting Bibles to children who have 
completed 4th grade.  

It’s exciting and fun to be involved in the 
life of God’s Church, may you find your 
place and experience God’s many 
blessings. 

God be with you and your family always!  

Duane Manning
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August Scripture 
Passages

August 1 Psalm 78: 23 - 29; 

John 6: 24 - 35

August 8 Psalm 85: 8 – 13; 
Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2

August 15 Psalm 111; 

Ephesians 5: 15 – 20

August 22 Psalm 84; 

Ephesians 6: 10 – 20

August 29 Psalm 15; 

James 1: 17 – 27

 

Theme for the Month:  Living Well

We begin August by coming to the Lord’s 
Table for Holy Communion.  We will read 
from John the story of Jesus telling the 
crowd around Him that He is the bread of 
life.  Each Sunday in August offers us 
examples of how we may live well.  As 
God’s children, we will learn how we are to 
treat others, make wise choices, and protect 
ourselves from destructive forces in our 
world.  As summer concludes, plan your 
schedule to come to worship and 
fellowship with your Church family.  

May God bless you each day we seek to live 
faithfully!  

You are invited to Tuesday morning Bible 
Study when on the Tuesday prior to 
sermon Sunday we get together to discuss 
the scripture readings on which the sermon 
is based. Join us at 11 a.m. and bring your 
own lunch for fellowship afterwards.
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August
Calendar of Events

Sun. Aug 1 Celebration Sunday
and Communion

Mon. Aug 2 Quilting Ministry
Tues. Aug 3 11 a.m. Bible Study
Sun. Aug 8 Sandwich Sunday
Mon. Aug 9  Quilting Ministry
Tues. Aug 10 11 a.m Bible Study
Sun. Aug 15 Salad Sunday
Mon. Aug 16 Quilting Ministry
Tues. Aug 17 11 a.m. Bible Study
Sun. Aug 22 Pot Luck Sunday
Mon. Aug 23 Quilting Ministry
Tues. Aug 24 11 a.m Bible Study
Sun. Aug 29 Men’s Breakfast
Mon. Aug 30 Quilting Ministry
Tues. Aug 31 11 a.m Bible Study
 

A Time to Celebrate
August Birthdays 
8/3 Lisa Johnson
8/11 Ann DeSpain
8/18 Marti Radicke
8/25 Heather Blair

August
Wedding Anniversaries 
 8/22 Laurie & Scott Williams

The Mission of Pipe Creek Presbyterian 
Church is to share the joy and the 

comfort of God’s love and His message of 
reconciliation through Jesus Christ.
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GOD IN THE NOTES
Written by Esther Benedict 

The other day I was thinking it was about 
time for me to write the next “God in the 
Notes” segment. I always ask God in 
prayer to show me the song or let me hear 
what He wants to share in the writing. I 
asked at 7:00 AM and at 8:00 AM while 
reading the morning devotions there it was! 
I Know Who Holds Tomorrow. The day 
before, I had been listing to various lectures 
on Transhumanism, and the Satan 
worshiping embraced by the Hollywood 
crowd. These things made me stop and 
wonder—where are we as humans headed? 
Nowhere good was my summary. 

Then came the words of the chorus of this 
hymn that say, “Many things about 
tomorrow I don’t seem to understand. But I 
know Who holds tomorrow, and I know 
Who holds my hand.” 

When you hear the words of a favorite 
hymn like I Know Who Holds Tomorrow, 
you begin to have some realizations. First, 
whatever is happening out there cannot 
conquer you if the love of Jesus is in your 
heart and you keep your mind on Him. No 
matter what the day may bring, you are 
safe under His wings. To some that may 
sound like an unrealistic view. Some may 
think, “Why, you must control your life! 
You must fight and be vigilant!” My 
response is, “Yes, you must maintain your 
world the best you can. After all, God has 
given us many options, choices, and free 

will. He expects us to care for ourselves and 
He also expects us to lean on Him.”

Life often brings us times of trouble, times 
of pain, and times of uncertainty. Stop, lean 
in, and know Who holds tomorrow. God does.

He has this. If you lean in and rest your 
weary, worried head upon His chest, you 
will find peace. He will literally give you 
His own peace. Life is not always easy. 
Sometimes it is downright hard. Yet with 
our free will, we can wring our hands and 
try to control it all—or we can lean on the 
everlasting arms of God. Our days will be 
brighter and lighter. 

The gentleman who wrote this song, Ira 
Stanphill, was not stranger to pain and loss. 
During the years of separation, divorce, and 
his first wife’s death, Ira is said to have 
sunk into a deep depression. I Know Who 
Holds Tomorrow was written during this 
difficult and trying time in Ira’s life. Ace 
Collins writes in Turn Your Radio On that 
Ira Stanphill was driving when he began to 
hum and then sing a song. He was singing 
about not knowing what the future held, 
but trusting God to hold the future. Upon 
arriving home, he rushed to his office and 
his piano and jotted down the words.

Enjoy the lyrics of this great old favorite. 
Consider these words! Regardless of 
poverty, pain, or even death, our God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—are here with 
us each step of the way.
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I Know Who Holds Tomorrow.

I don't know about tomorrow
I just live for day to day.
I don't borrow from the sunshine
For its skies may turn to gray.
I don't worry o'er the future
For I know what Jesus said,
And today I'll walk beside Him
For He knows what lies ahead.

Many things about tomorrow
I don't seem to understand,
But I know Who holds tomorrow
And I know Who holds my hand.

Ev'ry step is getting brighter
As the golden stairs I climb.
Ev'ry burden's getting lighter,
Ev'ry cloud is silver lined.

There the sun is always shining,
There no tear will dim the eye.
At the ending of the rainbow
Where the mountains touch the sky.

Many things about tomorrow
I don't seem to understand,
But I know Who holds tomorrow
And I know Who holds my hand

--Written by Ira Stanphill 

The Power of Touch
Testimony of Mary Martin

You know we never know when, or how, 
we touch people.  

A colleague called me once (she was 
working in a sister hospital) for advice on a 
patient.  I could see she was very emotional 
and I asked her if she was ok?  

She said her dad was in the ER and her 
Mom was not able to tell her much and she 
could not leave work to go to them.  

I happened to be at her dad’s hospital and I 
was able to get her updated info and some 
reassurances as well as calmness.  She was 
able to continue her shift and do ok.  

She later made a special trip to my worksite 
to bring me a beautiful, handmade thank 
you  card and a lovely Snoopy ornament 
with a big heart on the dog house and 
“thank you” on the back.  

I have it on my key chain 
to remind me everyday 
that I do touch people 
and I do make a 
difference.  There are 
always opportunities 
to share our touch.  
This highlighting of 
“touch” has been very 
helpful.  Thank you!
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Health and the PSALMS?
Recently,  during  Tuesday  morning  Bible 
study,  Pastor  Duane  lead  a  discussion 
which  centered  on  the   Psalms,  which 
started me thinking.

Apparently, the psalms can be divided for 
study according to the type or category of 
their  content  or  message.   One  particular 
type  of  psalm  is  the  group  of  psalms  of 
lament,  which  are  prayers  of  complaint. 
Yes, surprisingly, there are actually prayers 
in which the faithful would complain to the 
Lord!

Now, I am sure that we all are at least a bit 
familiar with the Psalms in the Bible. And 
we  recognize  that  these  scriptures  come 
from  the  very  hearts  of  God’s  chosen 
people.  But  if  we  pay  attention  to  the 
thoughts and words as we read them, and 
maybe even read them aloud to ourselves, 
we might be startled at the strength of the 
feelings and the basic humanity expressed 
in these psalms.  We might even hear our 
own voices expressing these same feelings 
and emotions, or remembering a time in the 
past  when we did.

So,  what’s  the  point  that  I  am  trying  to 
make here, in this article that usually deals 
with health issues? According to the World 
Health  Organization,  health  is  “a  state  of 
complete physical, mental, and social well-
being,  and  not  merely  the  absence  of 
disease  or  infirmity”.   I  suggest  that  we 
should add “spiritual” to the list of types of 
well-being  cited.

The Psalmist’s  words of  lament  can teach 
us  that  expressing  our  pain,  our  sorrow, 
and our anger in conversation with God is 

an act of faith and a way of praising Him.  
These expressions of  anger and sorrow in 
the Psalms help us to understand that these 
feelings  are  normal  human  feelings  and 
they can show us that the best thing we can 
do with these  negative  feelings  is  to  turn 
them over to God in prayer. Letting go of 
these  feelings  and giving  them to  God is 
healthier  than  holding  onto  them  or 
denying that  they even exist.  Those of  us 
who try to bury our negative feelings rather 
than  deal  with  them,  often  find  that  the 
negative “stuff” we carry around begins to 
weigh us down, cause us harm, and affect 
our actual physical health.

Even if we have not yet been able to let go 
of our negative feelings, a prayer of lament 
becomes a great statement of our faith in a 
God Who cares about us and wants us to be 
happy.  It  also  allows  us  to  express  the 
emotions  that  are  dragging  us  down, 
gaining  the  emotional  and  sometimes 
physical strength and stamina we need to 
persevere. Releasing the negative can be a  
very freeing and uplifting thing for us all.

So, today’s health tip is a suggestion to take 
a few deep easy breaths,  talk to the Lord 
about the issues that are keeping you down, 
and ask for guidance from Him as you deal 
with your “stuff”.  And, if you are feeling 
like you’d like to get out of the house to do 
this – stop out front at PCPC and visit with 
the  Lord  in  the  Prayer  Garden  at  the 
amazing  statue  of  Jesus,  thanks  to  God’s 
gift of talent of our Esther Benedict.  He’s 
always  there  waiting  to  listen,  and  I,  for 
one, find it exceptionally peaceful!

Barbara Maxwell
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VBS: Was it Fun or What?
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The church will be hosting a market day on September 25th from 9am - 3 pm. 
We will need volunteers! We will also be having a bake sale so please bake 
some of your favorite goodies for us to sell that day. Thanks to our generous 
quilters we will also have a quilt to raffle off. Also, we are accepting new, 
and gently used items for the church booth. Please no clothes or large 
electronics.  

Chris Kelley 

 Market Day 

Pipe Creek Presbyterian Church 
Saturday September 25, 2021  9am-3pm   

   

--Selection of pictures from some of previous years’ vendors 

Pipe Creek Presbyterian Church  8589 Hwy 16 S., Pipe Creek 
- Some of the best Texas artists (many handmade items, 

greeting cards, jams and jellies, soaps, candles, baby items, 
jewelry)      and small businesses (Pampered Chef, Jewelry, 
Papparazzi, Lipsence, 31 Gifts, Scentsy, and more) lunch, 

quilt raffle, and  bake sale.
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